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Capitalism, a free market system with laissez faire attributes, has been part of human
society since the 19th century. Famous economist and mathematician, John Maynard Keynes,
was a prominent figure in the application and the fundamental aspects of capitalism (ECONLIB,
1), allowing him to theorize that over time. with the expansion of technology, capitalism would
pay ofl in the future where people would not have to work 70 hour work weeks (EHA,T1)
allowing us to work only 15 hour work weeks where in reality we still do work 40 hours a week
(Ward, 1). On September 27th, 2016, David Gracber highlights these ideas and this progression
of the high number of work hours, in his article. “Why Capitalism Creates Pointless Jobs.”
Graeber calls on the readers to realize that capitalism has allowed for a level of greed in all
people where they are able to work less than the average 40 hours a week. but people decide to
put their happiness and moral fulfillness behind them in order to make more money. Gracber also
points out that the social constructs created by capitalism have deterred people from feeling good
from not working. The social construct that exists is that if one is not working they are perceived
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Gracber also does not shy away from using the logos appeal, as man of his sta

and ideas are backed up by historical facts. He often cites John Maynard Keynes, a famous
economist from the 20th century, throughout the article. In paragraph one of his article he claims,
“In the year 1930, John Maynard Keynes predicted that technology would have advanced
sufficiently by century’s end that countries like Great Britain or the United States would achieve
a 15-hour work week. There’s every reason to believe he was rigl't’j wn\c usc of the
theory of famous and esteemed economist, Keynes allow Graeber to seem educated and allowing

the ideas he would introduce later seem more credible as they are backed up by historical

evidence. Additionally, many of his claims are backed up b) examples and by evidence therefore
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The use of the language in the article allows Graeber to convey his point to the average

public worker as well as the average person. The connotations and denotations of many of the
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ideas he portrays allow him to seem persuasive and not too hostile. Throughout the article,

Graeber uses all three rhetorical devices in order to convey his point; the use of ethos, pathos,

and logos allow him to convey his point across despite the controversial nature of the topic.
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